
 

 

 

Human beings are made for life in community. Many contemporary followers of Jesus desire a richer experience of 
Christian community life, but we are generally poorly equipped to live into the very lives we long for.  This course will 
explore some of the practices/virtues that make life in community possible: gratitude, promise making and keeping, 
living truthfully, and hospitality.  These practices are central to forming and sustaining communities and 
congregations, and their deformations (e.g. envy/grumbling, betrayal, deception, and exclusion) are key factors in 
tearing communities apart. Each of these practices is wonderfully complex, but each is also challenged by 
contemporary cultural values and assumptions. 

Upon the successful completion of this course, students should have a clearer understanding of: 
1. Identify and critically engage several key biblical and historical/theological texts on Christian community and 

the practices of promise-keeping, truth-telling, hospitality, and gratitude.  

2. Interpret the contemporary socio-cultural context and its implications for the practices of community and 

congregational life (e.g., mobility, autonomy, pluralism, fragmentation, technology). 

3. Interpret various practical and interpersonal problems in congregational life through the theological/moral lens 

of practices and their deformations. 

4. Identify various ways through which to discern, celebrate, and strengthen these practices within a 

congregation. 

Day 1 Practicing Community: Reflecting on our experience, exegeting our communities, biblical and historical insights 

into community. 

Day 2 Offering Hospitality: Biblical and historical understandings, complications in the practice, deformations, and its 

importance for contemporary life. 

Day 3 Practicing Gratitude: Biblical insights, complications, deformations, and strengthening the practice. 

Day 4 Making and Keeping Promises: Biblical insights, complications, deformations, and importance for 

contemporary life. 

Day 5 Living Truthfully: Biblical and theological understandings, complications, deformations, and strengthening the 

practice. 
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Please note that the Regent College Bookstore offers a 20% discount on regularly priced books (some exceptions 

may apply).


