
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

CS Lewis, in 'The Weight of Glory’ spoke of the 'inconsolable secret' of our longing and yearning for God, a yearning 
which sometimes disguised itself as desire for other things, but was in fact always searching for Heaven. Lewis here 
was drawing on deep biblical roots, in the psalms (Like as the Hart desireth the water brooks, so longeth my soul 
after thee Oh God), and throughout the Gospels. He was also aware of the great Christian Theological and poetic 
tradition that drew on that Biblical example and experience, from Augustine, and Aquinas as Theologians, to poets 
from Dante, through to George Herbert, William Blake, Tennyson, and TS Eliot. Lewis was of course also aware of 
how easily a theology of desire could be misunderstood and abused, or might lead the unwary astray, yet he still saw 
it as essential to the Christian Gospel. This course will explore what William Blake called ‘The Arrows of Desire’ the 
moments of piercing longing for God, tracing their flight from the bow of David, through the scriptures, and the poets 
and theologians, and concluding with a reflection on the place of desire in Lewis’s own writing. 

Upon the successful completion of this course, students should have a clearer understanding of: 
1. Clearly state the theology and poetry of longing and yearning in the Christian tradition. 

2. Identify the places in both scripture and secular literature that touch on and develop this theme of desire for 

something beyond the world of experience. 

3. Make a critique of how the secular world treats and often exploits our desires, and be equipped to resist that 

exploitation. 

4. Discern the ways in which the gospel can speak to the deepest desires of those who have not yet heard or 

accepted it, and to share something of the gospel hope. 

Day 1 ‘The Inconsolable Secret’: CS Lewis and the theology of desire 

Day 2 ‘As the deer longs for flowing streams’: How Scripture and early Christian writings underpin the theology of 

desire 

Day 3 The Figure of Beatrice: Dante, Charles Williams, and the theology of Romantic Love 

Day 4 The Witness of the poet’s’ part 1 
Day 5 The Witness of the poets part 2, and conclusion 

CS Lewis The Weight of Glory. Harper Collins, 2015 

CS Lewis Surprised By Joy. Harper Collins, 2012 

From the Bible: The Psalms and The Song of Songs 

The Course Anthology, which will be provided in advance 

Two credit students must also read 

Augustine Confessions. Translated RS Pine-Coffin. Penguin Classics. 

Please note that the Regent College Bookstore offers a 20% discount on regularly priced books (some exceptions 

may apply).


