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John Lennox 
July 14-18, 2014 
8:00-11:00 am 
1 or 2 graduate credit hours 
 

Please Note:  The Course Information Sheet is meant to assist in selecting courses.   
The official syllabus should be consulted for more detailed information.   

Syllabi are available to Regent students at http://www2.regent-college.edu/courses/login 
 
 

It is becoming increasingly common for people to view science and religion as being in conflict with one 
another. According to the new atheists, this is because the former relies on rationality and evidence, whilst 
the latter is the result of faith and superstition. How should Christians respond to suggestions such as this? 
Are the two really in conflict, and is it true that science inevitably points to atheism? In this course John 
Lennox will examine the arguments that lie at the centre of the on-going clash between the different 
worldviews, in order to show that Christians do have good reasons to believe and that science is not 
something that should be feared. 
 
 

 
Monday, July 14 Introduction to the science-religion debate 
 
Tuesday, July 15 Arguments from the philosophy of science 
 
Wednesday, July 16 Arguments from the results of science: Psychology, Cosmology 
 
Thursday, July 17 Arguments from the results of science: Biology 
 
Friday, July 18 The Genesis account and science 
 

 
 

1. Reading 
One-credit students are to read one of the required readings in full for the book report. 
 
Two-credit students are to read two books in full, one from the required reading list and another from 
the recommended reading list, for the book reports. They should also do an additional reading from 
the recommended reading list up to an overall total of 340 pages. 
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2. Book Report(s) 
All students are to choose any one of the books indicated in the required reading section for a book 
report. 
 
Two-credit students are to choose one book from the recommended reading section for an additional 
book report. 
 
Each book report will identify the book’s main approach to science and religion. Write a review of the 
book in which you (i) clearly and succinctly describe its approach towards science and religion, (ii) 
identify what you consider to be the main strengths and/or weaknesses of its approach (give reasons, 
not just ungrounded personal opinions), and (iii) briefly outline any ways in which you think it might 
need to be supplemented by any of the other approaches that we discussed. Length: 1,000 words each. 

 Due:  Tuesday, September 2, 2014  
 

3. Term Paper (one-credit students only) 
One-credit students are to describe one of the approaches outlined in R. Carlson’s Science and 
Christianity: Four Views. Demonstrate that you understand the strengths and weaknesses of the 
argument, drawing from any wider reading that you have done on the issue (including the book review). 
Length: 1,250 words.  
 Due:  Tuesday, September 2, 2014 
 

4. Term Paper (two-credit students only) 
Two-credit students are to compare and contrast any two of the approaches outlined in R. Carlson’s 
Science and Christianity: Four Views. Preferably pick the two viewpoints you agree and disagree with most 
strongly, referring to any wider reading you have done on the topic (including the book reviews). Give 
an evaluation of what you consider their strengths and weaknesses to be, being careful to offer 
arguments to support your praise or criticism (do not simply state your personal opinion without 
supporting argument). In your concluding remarks comment on what ramifications the stance your 
chosen viewpoint has for understanding the relationship between science and Christianity. Length: 
2,500 words.  
 Due:  Tuesday, September 2, 2014 

 
(Please note that all the grading in this course will be done by an outside marker)

 1 cr hrs 2 cr hrs 
Book Review 1 40% 20% 
Book Review 2 — 20% 
Term Paper 60% 60% 
 
 

R. Carlson (ed.), Science and Christianity: Four Views. IVP, 2000. ISBN: 0830822623. (for the term paper, not 
the book reviews)  
A. E. McGrath, Science and Religion: A New Introduction. Wiley-Blackwell, 2009. ISBN: 9781405187916.  
J. C. Lennox, God’s Undertaker: Has Science Buried God?. Lion UK, 2009. ISBN: 9780745953717.  
D. Ratzsch, Science and Its Limits. IVP, 2000. ISBN: 9780830815807.  
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Deadline for dropping the course with refund is 4:30 pm on July 14, 2014 (100% refund) 
or 4:30 pm on July 15, 2014 (75% refund).  There is no refund of any tuition fees after the 
75% refund deadline, but the course may be dropped, changed to audit, or reduced in 
credit hours up until 4:30 pm on July 18, 2014 (no refunds).  


