
 

APPL 512: PREACHING THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN
Darrell Johnson 
July 6-10, 8:00-11:00 am  
1 or 2 graduate credit hours;  or 1 audit hour 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Preachers often become discouraged about, and distracted from, the major purpose of preaching. 
We can therefore begin to think and feel we ought to do something else in the pulpit on the Lord’s Day. But 
not if we live in the Gospel according to John! For in his Gospel, the apostle John, following the lead of his 
first mentor, John the Baptist, helps us understand and experience again that preaching is simply, and 
profoundly, holding before human beings, the person and work of Jesus of Nazareth (and with Him, the 
person and work of His Father and Spirit). And doing so in such a way that human beings believe into (not a 
typo!) Jesus, and in believing, find life, the life that He is, and which only He can give. Come, soak in John 
for a week, and be re-invigorated to preach! 
. 

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
Upon the successful completion of this course, students should be able to… 
1. Make their way through John’s Gospel, and lay out a plan for preaching it in the life of a congregation. 
2. Appreciate why John tells the stories the way he does, and preach in a way that honours his narrative 

approach. 
3. Better understand, and therefore, more deeply trust, the Jesus John wants us to know. 
 

 
COURSE OUTLINE 
Day 1 - John 1: Introduction to the Gospel of John;  

  A sermon in John (2:1-11, Beholding Glory!); 
  Survey of the Gospel of John 

Day 2 - John 2-4:  From Cana to Cana;  
  John 5: The Trial has Begun 

Day 3 - John 6-11:   
  Jesus and the Jewish Feasts  

Day 4 - John 12: Introduction to Holy Week;  
             John 13-17:  Holy Thursday 
Day 5 - John 18-19: Good Friday; 
             John 20-21: Easter and Beyond 
 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS (ALL STUDENTS): 
The Gospel of John in a translation of the student’s choice.  (The professor will mainly be working from the 

New American Standard.) 

Newbigin, Lesslie.  The Light Has Come: An Exposition of the Fourth Gospel.  Grand Rapids: William B. 
Eerdmans, 

 

 
Please note that the Regent College Bookstore offers a 20% discount on regularly priced books (some exceptions 
may apply). 

Full syllabus with drop deadlines, policies, and course assignment details, is available on Moodle.  
moodle.regent-college.edu/login 


