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Keith Bodner 
July 21-25, 2014 
1:15-4:15 pm 
1 or 2 graduate credit hours 
 

Please Note:  The Course Information Sheet is meant to assist in selecting courses.   
The official syllabus should be consulted for more detailed information.   

Syllabi are available to Regent students at http://www2.regent-college.edu/courses/login 
 
 

What is the contribution of the prophets to Israel’s story, and how are the prophets rendered on the textual 
canvas? This group provide us with an astonishing range of personalities and different kinds of interactions: 
Deborah is a prophetess with some striking affinities with Moses, Nathan is a court official and subject to a 
radical development in character, Ahijah is a brave spokesperson whose career involves the ending of two 
different royal dynasties, Elisha is active during the tyrannical tenure of the Omride regime, Isaiah 
confronts King Hezekiah and predicts a looming disaster, and Jeremiah is an eyewitness of the invasion of 
the Jerusalem and its immediate aftermath. Within the framework of Israel’s history from the conquest of 
Canaan until the Babylonian exile, this course explores a number of famous and less-known prophets, and 
presents interpretive strategies for appreciating this cast of characters. 
 
 

 
Monday, July 21 Preliminary Definitions and Historical Overview 
 
Tuesday, July 22 The Challenge of the Land of Promise 
 
Wednesday, July 23 Competing Interests and Leadership Models 
 
Thursday, July 24 Kingship and the Role of the Prophets 
 
Friday, July 25 Exile and the Prophetic Imagination 
 

 
 

1. The Prophetic Workshop 
This course is structured around a series of case studies involving individual prophetic figures—ranging 
from famous personalities such as Elisha and Jeremiah to lesser known prophets such as Nathan and 
Ahijah of Shiloh—and each day we will discuss a series of questions in our daily lecture. As a significant 
part of our course grade, reflective responses to each of these questions will be composed and submitted 
as a formal assignment. Typical questions may include, “How does Nathan the prophet undergo a 
transformation in character as the narrative progresses?” or “Why is Jeremiah commanded by God 
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never to have a spouse?” Each response should be a solid paragraph in length, and incorporate relevant 
secondary sources (that will be provided or reviewed in class) where applicable. 
 Due:  Monday, September 8, 2014 
 

2. Research Essay (Two-credit students only) 
This paper will be 2500 words in length, and develop a topic within the parameters of our course. The 
student should expect to use at least six secondary sources, on a subject chosen in consultation with the 
professor during or shortly after our course finishes. A research paper such as this provides an 
opportunity to engage our subject in greater depth, and it is an excellent way to sharpen our thinking 
and improve our writing skills. 

 Due:  Monday, September 8, 2014  
 
 

 1 cr hrs 2 cr hrs 
The Prophetic Workshop 100% 40% 
Research Essay — 60% 
 
 

Bodner, Keith. Jeroboam’s Royal Drama (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012). ISBN: 9780199601882.  
 
 
 

Deadline for dropping the course with refund is 4:30 pm on July 21, 2014 (100% refund) 
or 4:30 pm on July 22, 2014 (75% refund).  There is no refund of any tuition fees after the 
75% refund deadline, but the course may be dropped, changed to audit, or reduced in 
credit hours up until 4:30 pm on July 25, 2014 (no refunds).  


