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Markus Bockmuehl 
July 14-25, 2014 
8:30-11:00 am 
2 or 3 graduate credit hours 
 
 

Please Note:  The Course Information Sheet is meant to assist in selecting courses.   
The official syllabus should be consulted for more detailed information.   

Syllabi are available to Regent students at http://www2.regent-college.edu/courses/login 
 
 

Gospel-like texts outside the New Testament canon provide a fascinating window on the richly diverse 
religious imagery of the early church and its competitors. At the same time, certain aspects of that 
imaginative world resonate powerfully with Western religious and cultural trends in the early 21st century – 
from popular fiction like Dan Brown's The Da Vinci Code to newly discovered texts (like the Gospel of Judas) 
or reinterpreted ones (like the Gospel of Thomas). In this course, we will explore why Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John became canonical, what makes some (but not all!) ancient non-canonical texts “apocryphal”, and 
what accounts for the fact that a few historically enjoyed enormous popularity while others languished. 
After examining a selection of these texts in greater depth, the course will articulate a reading of 
extracanonical gospels as formulated in sympathetic or occasionally subversive response to the church's 
fourfold apostolic gospel. 
 
 

 
Monday, July 14 Who read what? How some gospels became canonical, some “apocryphal” 
 
Tuesday, July 15 Non-canonical gospels: competing inventories and taxonomies 
 
Wednesday, July 16 “Lost” gospels and gospel fragments 
 
Thursday, July 17 Infancy gospels 1: Introduction 
 
Friday, July 18 Infancy gospels 1: Texts 
 
Monday, July 21 Infancy gospels 1: Introduction 
 
Tuesday, July 22 Infancy gospels 1: Texts 
 
Wednesday, July 23 Resurrection and discourse gospels 1: Introduction 
 
Thursday, July 24 Resurrection and discourse gospels 1: Texts 
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Friday, July 25 Synthesis: how to read Non-canonical gospels 
 

 
 

1. Assigned Reading 
The assigned reading will include the relatively slender textbook and otherwise focus heavily on the 
primary sources, which will need to be prepared for meaningful participation in seminar-style 
discussion of the texts especially on Days 3, 5, 7 and 9. 
 

2. Paper  
Students are asked to choose one of the recommended essay topics and to engage in appropriate 
reading to enable the preparation of a 3,000 word essay identifying the controversy at stake and arguing 
from a close reading of the evidence to a clear conclusion, taking full and appreciative account of 
scholarly viewpoints both for and against the adopted position. 
 Due:  Monday, September 8, 2014 
  

3. Two Short Critical Book Reviews (Three-credit students only) 
Concise book reviews should be produced for each of two titles chosen from the list of recommended 
readings. These 750-word exercises should offer around 2/3 synopsis of the content and 1/3 critical 
assessment of strengths and weaknesses, ideally with reference to primary texts.  

               Due:  Monday, September 8, 2014 
 
4. Take Home Final Exam 

The “open book” exam is designed to take require three hours of writing, and will consist of two 
sections. Section 1 will require brief comment on THREE excerpts (out of at least ten) selected from 
the primary sources. Section 2 will ask for TWO essays (out of a choice of at least eight) offering critical 
engagement with texts and issues of method and interpretation covered in the course. All submissions 
should be typed.  

               Due:  Monday, September 8, 2014 
 
 

 2 cr hrs 3 cr hrs 
Paper 50% 40% 
Book Reviews — 30% 
Exam 50% 30%  
 
 

EITHER (English only) Ehrman, Bart D. and Zlatko Pleše, eds. 2013. The Other Gospels: Accounts of Jesus 
from Outside the New Testament. Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press. ISBN: 
9780199335220. 

OR (Bilingual) Ehrman, Bart D. and Zlatko Pleše, eds. 2011. The Apocryphal Gospels: Texts and Translations. 
New York: Oxford University Press. ISBN: 9780199732104. 

 
Foster, Paul, ed. 2008. The Non-Canonical Gospels. London/New York: T & T Clark. ISBN: 

9780567033024. 
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Deadline for dropping the course with refund is 4:30 pm on July 15, 2014 (100% refund) 
or 4:30 pm on July 17, 2014 (75% refund).  There is no refund of any tuition fees after the 
75% refund deadline, but the course may be dropped, changed to audit, or reduced in 
credit hours up until 4:30 pm on July 25, 2014 (no refunds).  


